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Amendments To The Claims: 



Claims 1-13 and 15-19 were cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer in the prior 
Continuation Application Serial No. 08/771,052. Please amend the claims in the current 
Continuation Application Serial No. 10/649,1 15, as follows: 
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44, 


(Currently Amended) 



1. In a method of operating an electronic 
machine of the type having a touch screen upon which buttons are displayed for 
operator input or selection by the operator placing or sliding a finger on at least one of 
the desired buttons, the improvement comprising: 
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displaying a plurality of buttons on the screen, with each of the plurality of 
buttons having visually defined boundaries on the screen; 

defining an enlarged sensitive area for each button having a larger area 
than the visually defined boundary for that button; 

activating the enlarged sensitive area for a first button when a finger touch 
which is still touching the screen is sensed for said first button and concurrently 
highlighting the visually defined boundary for said first button; 

registering a button selection for said first button when the finger touch is 

released 

anywhere within the enlarged sensitive area for said first button; 

highlighting said first button when a finger which is still touching the screen 
exits the enlarged sensitive area of said first button without being released, and, when 
finger touch is sensed from finger placement on or finger sliding on a visually defined 
boundary for a second button with said previously highlighted first button being 
unhighlighted, activating the enlarged sensitive area for said second button and 
concurrently highlighting the visually defined boundary for said second highlighted 
button. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Cancelled) 



Page 3 of 6 



APPLICATION NO. 10/649,115 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 15161US02 
REPLY TO NOTICE MAILED FEBRUARY 13, 2004 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20^ (Currently Amended) 2. In a method of operating an electronic 
machine of the type including a pointing device, with the electronic machine having a 
visual screen upon which buttons or selection areas are displayed for operator input or 
selection by the operator moving the pointing device such that a visual indication of the 
pointing device is moved on the visual screen to lie within a button or selection area, 
and with selection of a button or selection area occurring by activating a selection 
control of the pointing device, the improvement comprising; 

displaying a plurality of buttons or selection areas on the screen, with each 
of the plurality of buttons or selection areas having visually defined boundaries on the 
screen, 

defining an enlarged sensitive area for each button or selection area 
having a larger area than the visually defined boundary for that button or selection area, 

activating the enlarged sensitive area for a particular button or selection 
area when a visual indication corresponding to a pointing device is sensed within that 
button or selection area and concurrently highlighting the visually defined boundary for 
that button or selection area, 

registering a button or selection area selection for a highlighted button 
when the selection control of the pointing device is activated while the visual indication 
of the pointing device is within the enlarged sensitive area for that highlighted button, 
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unhighlighting a highlighted button or selection area when a visual 
indication of the pointing device exists the enlarged sensitive area of a button or 
" selection area without the selection control of the pointing device being activated, and 
after a previously highlighted button or selection area has been unhighlighted, 
highlighting a different button or selection area when a visual indication of the pointing 
device is sensed within the visually defined boundary for that different button or 
selection area, and concurrently activating the enlarged sensitive area for that different 
highlighted button or selection area. 
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